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TAG LINE
Many parts.  One Picture. 

LOGLINE
PIECES is an authentic, heartfelt drama about the healing 
power of care, compassion, and love.

ONE PARAGRAPH SYNOPSIS
An Art Teacher and her recovery class are commissioned to 
make the backdrop for a professional dance performance.  
As a documentary film crew record the process they 
uncover the incredible personal stories of the students and 
their battles with mental illness. These experiences not only 
mould and transform the final performance, but also their 
lives and the life of their teacher.

PIECES TRAILER:
https://vimeo.com/739902397
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BACKGROUND
PIECES is an independent feature film 
commissioned by the not-for profit Western 
Australian based mental health organisation, 
HelpingMinds.

HelpingMinds provides services and support 
for mental health carers and people living 
with severe mental health challenges.  The 
organisation has developed a long-standing 
relationship with filmmaker Martin Wilson 
following their collaboration on the 2017 mental 
health themed documentary series, REAL 
STORIES.  Additional funding support was 
made available by Maria Halphen, founder of 
the Philippe & Maria Halphen Foundation and 
Meeting For Minds.

WHY NOW
Mental health is a serious issue world-wide.  
Nearly 11 percent of the world’s population are 
living with a mental illness.  But misconceptions 
and negative stereotypes complicate and 
amplify the stigma, discrimination, and isolation 
experienced by people living with a mental 
health illness.

The COVID-19 pandemic has seen a rise in mental 
health issues and much greater awareness of the 
illness. But it is still an issue veiled in darkness 
for too many.  In Australia 1 in 5 people will 
experience mental health issues each year.  This 
means that almost all of us know someone who 
is impacted.  PIECES aims to demystify mental 
illness and generate a discussion about an issue 
that impacts on so many of our lives.

And that’s why the film also very deliberately 
highlights the positive impact of carers.  A group 
too often unheralded for their unwavering 
support of those living with mental illness. The 
University of Queensland has calculated that 
there are at least 240,000 family members 
and friends across Australia providing ongoing 
unpaid care to someone close to them aged 16 
and over who is living with a mental illness. The 
annual cost to replace this care with paid staff 
was estimated at $13.2 billion. This figure is even 
more significant given that the total annual spend 
on all mental health services nationally is only 
around $8 billion.

PIECES Background Trailer:  
https://vimeo.com/690729114
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PRAISE FOR PIECES
There is a panoply of films purporting to capture 
the essence or reality of mental illness.  Mental 
illness is frustratingly difficult to portray without 
agenda, prejudice or stigma.  PIECES does this 
without the stereotypes, without the caricatures, 
but with raw and empathic humanity.

PIECES sets out to destigmatize and highlight 
the eclectic strings of mental illness which 
runs through all families, and it presents this 
message with a striking visual style with that 
has great power and nuance.  The filmmakers 
purposefully avoid mentioning diagnosis or 
discussion of symptoms, this really seemed to 
give the film permission to focus on loss and the 
grittiness and granularity of our interpersonal 
lives with emotionally fractured frames, through 
community, bravery and resilience, and with all 
the imperfections of authentic love and hope.

Nathan Gibson
Chief Psychiatrist, Western Australia

I found PIECES to be very inspirational and its 
approach in trying to breakdown traditional 
stereotypes, particularly in the post Covid period 
as we have a surge for need in care is very timely 
and appropriate.

Professor Patrick McGorry AO
MD, BS, PhD, FRANZCP, FAA, FASSA, FAHMS
2010 Australian of the Year

★★★★ Bold, powerful and intense. Pieces is 
pure cinematic perfection.

Matthew Eeles 
Cinema Australia

PIECES is a powerful drama, visually acute and 
personally confronting, dealing with family and 
social circumstances any of us could face. It 
doesn’t proselytize rather it lays out the territory, 
some of which is disturbing. But not all, it does 
show how the light can shine through even in the 
darkest of terrain. We do need to know about 
these things and Pieces helps us along the way. 
A must see and a must talk about afterwards.

Emeritus Professor Geoff Gallop
Former Premier of Western Australia

While I could wax lyrical about the outstanding 
artistic qualities of PIECES, I was especially 
moved by the film’s honouring of people like 
me. These were real characters, fully formed 
and human, with universal human struggles 
and desires. They were greater than walking 
diagnoses, they were rich and multi-faceted, 
they were greater than objects of sympathy or 
inspiration fodder. They were human. Utterly 
human. I’m not sure how often I’ve seen that 
simple dignity in films about people like me.

Paul Werzel Montague
Mental Health Advocate and Educator PLEX
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
PIECES is a very personal project. My brother 
Daniel has lived with schizophrenia for 50 years.  
Daniel’s struggle has had both a profound and 
terrifying long-lasting effect on my family.  My 
father Keith Wilson is Daniel’s carer.  My father 
served as the Western Australian Health Minister 
from 1988-1992 and is a former chair of the 
Mental Health Council of Australia.  Since his 
departure from politics, he has dedicated his life 
to mental health advocacy and Daniel’s health 
and wellbeing.  I made PIECES to both honour 
Daniel’s struggle and continue the work of my 
father by highlighting the extraordinary efforts 
of mental health carers.  Too often the invisible, 
unheard champions of this complex illness.

With a modest budget and facing the 
complications of COVID-19 lockdowns and 
border closures I had to devise a creative 
strategy that would allow the crew to shoot an 
ensemble drama quickly and cheaply without 
the resulting film looking cheap or hurried.  I 
have long loved the energy and creative 
experimentation of the French New Wave, so 
I decided to embrace cinema verité.  For this 
pseudo-documentary/improvised approach 
to work and for the audience to believe and 
empathise with the characters the performances 
needed to be as raw and as authentic as 
possible.  To that end I encouraged our actors 
to shadow some of the real-life inspirations 
for their characters, to compile their own 
character biographies, and take part in rehearsal 
workshops prior to the shoot.

With the cast prepared we shot most of the film 
in five days with a two-camera set up.  Using 
the behind the scenes making of a documentary 
as a present-day framing device we employed 
a non-linear narrative timeline in the edit for 
both dramatic effect, and to help convey the 
disorientation and confusion experienced by 
suffers of a mental illness.  Heightened flashback 
sequences – a checkerboard of light and dark 
recollections that don’t sit easily in the present/
real world, represent the memories (real or 
imagined) that affect the characters in the 
present.  It is said that people living with mental 
illness see and hear the world differently, so I 
aimed to use our cameras (shot angles, heights 
and frame sizes), the editing and every aspect 
of the sound design to bring the character’s 
emotional inner life to the surface. To immerse 
the audience in their world.

With PIECES I want to demystified mental illness.  
I want to start a long overdue conversation 
that debunks the misconceptions and negative 
stereotypes that complicate and amplify the 
stigma, discrimination, and isolation experienced 
by people afflicted with a mental health illness.  
Without sugar-coating the facts, PIECES is 
ultimately a redemptive and hopeful story.  
Because while humanity will never be totally free 
of suffering, there is beauty and purpose for 
every single one of us.

Martin Wilson – Director
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ALICIA (38)
Resident artist at the Wellspring 
Community Centre. Alicia is dealing with 
her daughter Violet’s self-harm whilst 
caring for her father, Ian.  Desperately in 
need of a healthy outlet, Alicia created 
an art therapy class for people living 
with mental illness.

Alicia loves to see the possibility in 
people, to paint them in their best light.  
She is a born nurturer and finds most of 
her time taken up with listening.  Alicia 
easily gets lost in the lives of others 
eventually finding it hard to remember 
who she is. Behind all the ‘caring’ she 
wonders if it will ever be the time for her 
life to take centre stage?

PLAYED BY MONIQUE WILSON

THE CHARACTERS

RAJ (50)
Raj is both husband and carer to Laya 
but his top priority is protecting their 
daughter Sabine.

Raj is a complex man living with many 
demons, in an attempt to escape an 
abusive relationship with his mother, Raj 
joined the army.  He excelled in military 
service but his romantic relationships 
were perpetually toxic. His childhood 
had broken something in him that he 
hadn’t been able to repair. 

His pain eventually turned to rage 
and rage into a hardness of heart that 
galvanised his pursuit to live life in a way 
that would ensure he could never be 
hurt.  However, squashing all that pain 
never ends well. Everyone needs help 
and consequences of not reaching for it 
are often tragically fatal.

PLAYED BY DALIP SONDHI
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LAYA (38)
Laya is an aspiring dancer who believes 
she is a consultant to Alicia’s art therapy 
class.

Laya was orphaned at a young age.  Her 
extended family were ‘lucky’ enough to 
escape the civil war in Sri Lanka. Laya 
was traumatised by what she witnessed 
culminating in a brutal separation from 
her parents. As she grew up she found 
herself making up stories about her life 
to fill in the gaps.  The more ostracised 
she felt, the bigger the stories became 
until she no longer knew the difference 
between reality and fantasy. 

PLAYED BY ASHANTI SURIYAM

SABINE (8)
Sabine is a child caught in the toxic 
cycle of her parents Raj and Laya’s 
relationship.

Sabine is very independent, she gets 
herself to school and often makes her 
own meals. These things Sabine doesn’t 
mind, the part that’s hard is that her 
mum is not like other mums.  Her friends 
think Laya is amazing. She is always 
wearing something fabulous, like a 
sequin mini skirt to school pickup. Laya 
loves people looking at her but Sabine 
hates it. 

Sabine adores her father but she can tell 
her mum is scared of him. Sabine loves 
it when they are all together and happy. 
She doesn’t understand why it can’t be 
like that all the time. 

PLAYED BY JASMINE LUCAS
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SERG (27)
Serg is a sculptor who has found himself 
flourishing in Alicia’s art class.  For the 
first time in his life he feels respected 
and depended upon.

Serg is an old soul trapped inside a 
young body. He was a thoughtful, 
articulate child who people felt they 
could open up to.  Adults floated into 
Serg’s orbit forgetting to see him as a 
kid and some crossed boundaries that 
should never have been crossed.  Serg 
suppresses many of these traumatic 
memories but they continue haunt his 
dreams whilst he’s awake.

PLAYED BY ALEX ARCO

EMERALD (23)
Emerald is Serg’s partner and ‘carer’ 
although they would say they care for 
each other.  This unusual pairing has 
managed against the odds to be a 
stabilising presence in each other’s life.

Emerald was born to a publicly wealthy, 
but privately abusive family. She has an 
innate mis-trust of any authority figures.  
After being initially suspicious and 
jealous of Alicia, Emerald has actually 
begun to think of her as a friend.  
However, when Emerald thinks Alicia 
has failed to stand up for her students 
Emerald is quick to believe Alicia is just 
like everyone else in her life, a massive 
disappointment.

PLAYED BY MEGAN ASPINALL
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TOM (18)
Tom is a fashion student who is getting 
more out of the art therapy class than 
he ever imagined.  John, Tom’s dad 
knew he needed friends but what he 
didn’t know is how this class would 
literally save his life.

Like many artists defining their 
generation Tom’s style is both a 
reflection of his time and a tribute to the 
past. Tom loves design and has a gift 
for it, but being behind the scenes was 
not for him. Unlike McQueen or Warhol, 
Tom didn’t want to be the architect of 
images - he wants to be the image itself.

However, being pathologically afraid of 
rejection in his mind he could only attain 
that dream by carving himself into the 
perfect condition. 

PLAYED BY LUKE JAI MCINTOSH 

JOHN (47)
John often feels alone in caring for his 
son Tom, that was until Tom started 
attending Alicia’s art class.  Now for 
the first time John and Tom both have 
people who understand their journey.

Being a husband and a father is John’s 
entire reason for living.  He never 
had huge dreams of his own but 
always knew he wanted a family. He is 
devoted to all his kids but has always 
had a special place in his heart for his 
youngest.  Tom was so creative and 
focussed and John was chuffed he had 
created someone so unique. 

At first John dismissed concerns about 
Tom’s ‘obsessive’ tendencies but when 
Tom’s extreme reactions started aiming 
fire at John, he realised Tom needed 
help beyond his own understanding.

PLAYED BY JUSTIN HEWITT



11

CORA (35)
Cora loves the idea of taking something 
old or ‘preloved’ and turning it into 
something unique and special. Cora was 
a quiet but content child who sometimes 
found interacting with her peers a little 
overwhelming.

It wasn’t until her teenage years that she 
found herself withdrawing from life and 
struggling with her mood. Each ‘label’ 
given to explain why she felt, how she 
behaved, seemed to peel off a piece 
of her identity. Now it feels impossible 
to know who she is or how to define 
herself. 

Cora has blossomed in the art class, 
regaining the courage to return to 
sewing. She has also discovered her 
ability to nurture others, which has 
awakened a maternal yearning she 
didn’t know she had.

PLAYED BY MILU GREEN

LEE (40)
Lee is Cora’s exhausted husband and 
carer.  Lee was so consumed trying to 
do the right thing for his wife, it took 
being interviewed to make him admit 
how much he needed a break.

Lee has an easy going nature that is 
hard to provoke.  So, you know if he 
raises his voice or becomes hostile he 
has been pushed beyond normal limits. 
When Lee met 

Cora he understood her experiences 
made her even more extraordinary.  
Time and experience has weathered his 
idealism.  The reality of being a carer, 
the all-consuming nature of it, is just 
something you simply cannot prepare 
for.

PLAYED BY DAVID GENAT
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VIOLET (16)
Violet is a dynamic, sharp and 
creative young lady.  When she wants 
something, she becomes single 
focussed to the point of obsession.

Dance is both her passion and 
her instrument of torture.  Violet 
experiences life intensely, her emotions 
seem to take over her body until she 
feels totally out of control.  The only 
way she finds peace is by inflicting pain 
on herself, by cutting herself. Violet 
feels pain is the only truth she can rely 
on.

She wishes she could find a way to 
explain herself to Alicia, her mother, but 
every time she tries they just end up 
screaming and arguing.

PLAYED BY ALLEGRA TEO

IAN (65)
Ian cared for his wife for over 40 years 
and he has always been his daughter, 
Alicia’s greatest champion.  However, 
lately Ian doesn’t know how to support 
Alicia.  In fact, he can’t shake the feeling 
he has become a burden. 

Ian has worked with his hands his 
whole life, through years in the building 
trade there is not much he can’t fix.  
Ian met his wife Julie at 15 and their 
relationship wasn’t perfect but they 
were inseparable.  When Julie died, Ian 
was the one who found her.  He can’t 
remember much from that day, in fact 
recently he finds himself feeling lost a 
lot of the time.  A feeling that is both 
confusing and terrifying.

PLAYED BY MURRAY DOWSETT
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NADIA (40)
Director of Aurum Dance Company, 
Nadia has reluctantly agreed to lend her 
space to Alicia’s art therapy class. 

Nadia was born in a country town, 
the daughter of a refugee and gold 
mining father, she never knew.  Nadia 
was accepted at 14 into the world-
renowned Monaco Ballet Company.  
More than anything she defines herself 
as a survivor.  Nadia firmly believes in 
empowerment over rescue and in the 
individual over the collective.

Nadia fights her battles alone but when 
her life collides with the students of the 
art therapy class she finds herself truly 
understanding the power of community.

PLAYED BY KATHERINE MARMION

PIECES gives not just a voice to the 
voice-less, but a visible and diverse 
presence on screen for people with 
mental health issues.  If people do not 
see their stories told they feel invisible.  
We wanted to challenge the audience 
to re-think everything they know or 
think they know about mental illness 
and open up the conversations where 
people feel free to share their stories 
without judgement.

Shame is a huge reason why 
individuals and families do not reach 
out for help.  They are afraid of being 
branded, blamed and judged. Fighting 
to break down these stigmas is the 
first step on the path to restoration. 
We want to give people permission to 
share stories and resources.

Martin Wilson, Director
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THE FILMMAKERS
Martin Wilson
Director, Producer

Martin Wilson is an award-winning director 
based in Perth, Western Australia.  In a career 
spanning 25 years Martin has directed hundreds 
of television commercials, short and television 
dramas, feature films and documentaries.

His drama credits include the short WAIT ‘TILL 
YOUR FATHER GETS HOME, the tele-movie ROLL 
(SBS Independent, Showtime) and his 2021 debut 
feature, GREAT WHITE (Universal, Shudder).  
His extensive commercial work includes the 
internationally acclaimed “Coward’s Punch” 
campaign featuring world boxing champion 
Danny Green.  Rebranding terms like “king 
hit” and “one punch” attacks as the “coward’s 
punch”, the campaign saw the phrase enter the 
Australian vernacular.  Martin’s work on the REAL 
STORIES documentary series for HelpingMinds 
saw him nominated for an Australian Directors 
Guild Award in 2018. He is also the winner of the 
Perth Advertising & Design Club – Best Director 
Award in 2021.

Monique Wilson
Writer

Monique Wilson is a Western Australian writer 
and performer.  Focusing on social justice 
advocacy her work with the Black Sheep Theatre 
Company challenged typecasting and created 
development opportunities for emerging 
Perth-based performers.  While her stage 
collaborations with the charitable organisation 
Mission Australia resulted in a special report 
on the ABC television current affairs program, 
Stateline.  Monique has also created theatrical 
work for Fine Edge Theatre, the Western 
Australian Football Commission and the NGO, 
Opportunities International.

Nicole Ferraro
Producer

Following a decade long career as a costume 
designer and stylist working on television 
commercials, feature film and television drama, 
Nicole Ferraro is now a Perth-based screen 
producer and the co-founder of Third Storey 
Pictures.  Her costume credits include the films 
TOP KNOT DETECTIVE, THE NAKED WANDERER 
and KOKO: A RED DOG STORY.  As a producer 
she has overseen music videos and television 
commercials, including three of the national 
STOP THE COWARD PUNCH campaigns. Nicole 
was also a founding committee member of the 
Western Australian chapter of Women in Film & 
Television (WIFT) and served on the committee 
from 2016 - 2019.
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Melissa Kelly
Executive Producer

Melissa Kelly has worked in the Australian 
screen industry for over twenty-five years and 
has developed and produced documentaries, 
feature films, and scripted television comedy and 
drama.  Melissa’s producer credits include the 
AACTA Award winning comedy/drama TV series 
UPRIGHT for Lingo Pictures, Foxtel and Sky 
UK, the award-winning feature films HOUNDS 
OF LOVE (9x AACTA Nominations), I MET A 
GIRL and BLAME, the ABC iView series AUSSIE 
RANGERS and the SBS Digital Original comedy 
series IGGY & ACE.

Between 1994-2006 Melissa worked on 
more than 100 hours of broadcast television 
production (comedy, drama, documentary), 
including 3 years in production and development 
with Granada Productions/Artist Services based 
at Fox Studios in Sydney. 

Ryan Hodgson
Executive Producer

In his twenty-five years in the screen industry 
Ryan has developed, financed and produced 
short and feature films, television dramas, 
documentaries, and multiple award-winning 
television commercial campaigns.  His producing 
credits include the feature films I MET A GIRL, 
BLAME and JUSTICE, the documentaries 
LAURA’S CHOICE (ABC), OUR LAW (NITV) 
and RED DIRT RIDERS (NITV, ABC, ACTF), the 
indigenous children’s series THALU (NITV, ABC, 
ACTF), and the LGTBQI+ web-series IGGY & ACE 
(SBS). 

In a four-year engagement at Screenwest 
(2012-2016) Ryan managed more than $20M of 
production funding in documentary and drama 
productions with budgets totalling more than 
$150M.  He also oversaw the management of 
the agency’s production investment, business 
development and company travel funding 
programs, and advised the agency’s Chief 
Executive and Board on related policy matters.  



16

COMPANY PROFILES

Third Storey Pictures is a Western Australian 
based production company co-founded by film 
director Martin Wilson and producer Nicole 
Ferraro.  The company aims to engage and ignite 
audiences with compelling and authentic social 
impact orientated stories. 

Third Storey’s work includes the nationally 
acclaimed “Coward’s Punch” advertising 
campaigns that successfully rebranded terms 
like “king hit” and “one punch” attacks as the 
“coward’s punch”.  The series of high-profile 
commercials both changed social attitudes 
towards male violence and saw the phrase enter 
the Australian vernacular.

www.thirdstoreypictures.com 

Headed by producer Melissa Kelly, Factor 30 
Films is a Western Australian based production 
company committed to producing screen 
content that engages, entertains, and enlightens 
audiences worldwide.  The company champions 
bold, creative storytelling with women in the lead 
on and off screen.

Factor 30 Films’ productions have screened 
theatrically, at major international film festivals 
and on broadcast and streaming platforms 
around the world and won numerous Australian 
and international screen awards.  In 2017 the 
company won the Screen Producers’ Australia 
(SPA) Award for Break Through Business of the 
Year.

http://factor30films.com.au/ 

HelpingMinds provides mental health and carer 
support services across Western Australian and 
in Darwin. Established in 1976 as ARAFMI, the 
organisation (HelpingMinds from 2015) provides 
mental health and wellbeing supports to both 
individuals and family members during stressful 
times, with services including: 

Counselling and support groups for family and 
friends

Early intervention programs for children and 
young people

Assistance and support through the NDIS

Mental health programs for schools and the 
community

Helping family and friends to understand their 
rights and have their voice heard

Education through WARCA (Western Australian 
Recovery College Alliance)

https://helpingminds.org.au/ 



17

DIRECTOR MARTIN WILSON

WRITER MONIQUE WILSON

PRODUCERS MARTIN WILSON  NICOLE FERRARO

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS MELISSA KELLY  RYAN HODGSON

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY JIM FRATER ACS

EDITOR LAWRIE SILVESTRIN ASE

COMPOSER TIM COUNT

SOUND DESIGN BENJAMIN MORRIS  KIM LORD

PRODUCTION DESIGN DENNON PIKE  MONIQUE WILSON

COSTUME DESIGN MONIQUE WILSON

ORIGINAL ART WORK KRISTIE ROWE

HAIR & MAKE UP DESIGN TESS ROWE

COLOUR GRADE KENT HOSOKAWA

1ST ASSISTANT DIRECTOR MICHAEL BOYLE

POSTER DESIGNS GEOGRAPHIK

KEY CREW

MEDIA CONTACTS
Third Storey Pictures

www.thirdstoreypictures.com

Nicole Ferraro (Producer) 
+61 (0) 400 335 608  /  nicolejferraro@hotmail.com

HelpingMinds
https://helpingminds.org.au/

Deborah Childs (CEO) 
+61 (0) 407 185 166 / deb.childs@helpingminds.org.au

Factor 30 Films
http://factor30films.com.au/

Ryan Hodgson (Producer) 
+61 (0) 417 916 099 /  ryan@factor30films.com.au

© 2022 Third Storey Pictures Pty Ltd


